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Fur Our Phitatetia. 
POST DELIVERIES FROM THE 
TIME OF CAESAR TO THE 
PRESENT TIME. 


RY MAX, 


F suppose our readers have heard hew 
public and government matter was de- 
livered in the the time of Caesar, centu- 
ries ago «hen Rome was in all her glory. 
If not I will try in this small space to 
show the advance of postal delivery 
from that time to this. 

From a place in Rome which is called 
the volden mile stone the Romans built 
fing roads to all parts of that dominion. 
It is on these roads that the Inessenpgers 
startedt with the mail for distant places. 
At equal distances along the roads were 
built post houses where tired horses 
could be exchanged for the fresh ones. 
These messengers have been known to 
travel on horse back wt the rate of 150 
miles per day. 

In some of the countries north of 
Rome the mail was taken by fast run- 
hers who carried it about ten miles and 
then the next runner would Carry it 
another ten miles, and so on, sometimes 
covering seventy-live miles a day. 

Now moving north-west from Rome 
we come to England the first country 
to establish a post-office. From this 
office the mail was carried weekly to 
all of England's possesiens on the main 
land. 


Providence, R. [., December 1896. 


All our collectors are more or less 
familiar with the word penny-post, The 
penny-post was first established by two 
enterprising young men in London for 
the delivery of mail weighing not over 
one pound. This was in the reign of 
Charles Il. The penny post was at first 
thought to be useless but as time ad. 
vanced it increased with such rapidity 
that the Government took the delivery 
into its own hands. 


We now cross the Atlantic to the 
“King of Postal Unions,”? the United 
States of America. The first we hear of 
postal service in the United Sates was 
in 1870 when a communication was 
opened belween New York and Boston 
and traveled once a week by a horse- 
man and later by a stage-coach, 

From the time spoken of in the last 
paragraph to well up in the eighteenth 
hundreds the letters were paid for at the 
end of their journey, but in 1845 and 
1846 sume of the most important cities 
such as New York, Providence and New 
Ilaven issued stamps for their own use, 
In 1847 there was general issue by the 
government. 

In 1873 the people hailed with great 
joy the issue of postal cards and from 
that time to this postal cards have 
oceupied from one-fifth to one-fourth 
of the mail matter of the United States. 

At the present time the mails are 
delivered from two to four times 2 day 
in all the cities. A letter will travel 
from New York to Boston in six hours 
where in 1672 it took four to five days. 
A letter comes from England in as many 
days as it user te take weeks. 
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Our Pbilatelia. 


Devoted to the interest of the average 
collector, Published monthly. 
GEORGE H. HOPE, EDITOR. 

Subscription 10 cents per year. 

Advertising Rates: 20 cents per inch, 60 
cents per half columa, $1.00 per column, 
$1.80 per pawe. 10. 15 and 20 per cent 
discount respectively for 3, G and 12 
months contracts. 

CIRCULATION 1000 COPIES 

Good MsS. always in demand, 

Will exchange two copies with all plil- 
atelic publishers, 

Next issue published January 20. Forms 
close January 14. 

Address all communications to 

GEORGE H. HOPE, Publisher, 
61 Courtland Street, Providence, R. I. 


SS 
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EDITORIALS. 


Judson N. Burton has had tronble 
with the directors of the P, 8, of A, 

tas Roy Farrel Greene surrendered 
the Sons of Philatelia Library to the 
present llbrarian. 

Do not advertise and stop, 

Gut wdvertise wid stay, 

For those who read your “ad” last niontcth, 
Will look for it to-duy. 

Who is the average collector? We 
will try to answer that in an article next 
month. 

Tle postal authorities have decided 
that black envelopes are unmailable, the 
cause being the indistinctness of the 
cancellation, 


Mr. Sanford of Portsmouth, R, 1., has 
postponed the publication of his Rhode 
Island Philatelic Hand Book and Direc- 
tory on account of the condition of his 
eyes. 

As a special inducement to increase 
our subscription list we offer as a pre- 
mium, to every person sending 15 cents 
for a year’s subscription, Enreka 100 
variety packet as advertised on page four. 


UNITED STATES SUNDAY 
STAMPS, 


BY GEORGE H. HOPE, 


Atthe present time many people, being ° 
conscientious, belreve that letters should 
hot be forwarded ca Sunday, ‘Fhe Bel- 
gium government tried a set of stamps 
on which was stated whether the letter 
was to be forwarded on Sunday or not. 

People whe wish to send a letter often 
drop it in a box Saturday night, and un- 
known to the conscientious person, that 
letter travels all day Sunday, Now in 
the opinion of that person that letter 
ought to have stayed in the office until] 
Monday morning, That person might 
have avoid the letter traveling Sunday 
by not sending it until Monday morning 
but it might take more than a week ta 
reach its destination. 

To avuid this mistuke and set that 
persuns conscience at ease, why not issue 
a set of Sunday stamps and see how the 
people of the United States stand. Let 
us remember that it is no more agreeable 
for the mail clerk to work seven days a 
week than it would be for us. 

This set is not obliged to be like that 
of Belgium, but might be a separate set 
from our regular issue and only the lower 
denominations, say from lets lute. Shere 
has at times been talk of issuing a flag 
stamp, but an objection as to the ex- 
pense has always been raised. Now 
why would this not be a good opportn.- 
nity for a flag stamp as the oumber 
issued would be comparatively small. 

What a page it would make in our 
albums, a set of Sunday stamps showing 
our patriotism by being ona flag.--Senecea 


Italy has issued an official card bearing 
the same type as the regular eard. lt 
is printed in rose on cream, 


OUR PHILATELIA. a 


OUR CONTESIPORIES. 


BY EPOH, 


The Christmas Pennsy is expected to 
be a grand success, 

The Diamond Philatelist has been en- 
larged. 1 locks hetter in its new garb. 

The Stamp Lore has the best heading 
and typoyraphical «appearance of any 
paper yet seen. 

The Ontario Philatelist is improving 
under diffiealties. 

The Monthly Observer has not as much 
about philately in its columns as ft 
migh. 

The Eastern Stamp is a neat little 
publication worthy of praise, 

The- Evergreen State Philatelist is a 
neater sheet ‘than of old.” The De- 
cember number is up-to-date. 

“The Kid” is out, a trifle queer, but 
itisafact. Itisa philatelic paper pub- 
lished by Greene Bros. 

The first nuinber of Philatelic Litera- 
ture was published November 21. Its 
Literary Chronicie is yery convenient, 
coutaining as it does 13 unnowucements, 
19 births, 3 deaths, 6 cases of serious 
illness and one divorce, 


A collection worth about $1,000, owned 
by Mr. 8. A. Stevens of Portland Me., 
has been stolen. The circumstances 
were similar to the theft Mr. Wood of 
Providence experienced. 


Our Philatelia is Up-To-Date. 
subscription 10 cents. 


A years 


AUCTION SALES. 


of stamps, philatelie literature etc, held 
every munth. Catalogues free. Do you 
want to buy or sell? Write anyway. 


E. L. SHOVE, Unionville. N. ¥. 


ESraBLISHED J&89, 


A. F. SWEET, 


CRANSTONR. LE. UL S.A. 


BOY'S $1.00 OUTFIT. 


This is the best Dollar outfit on the market 


to-day. It contains: 

2) Stumps to sell at le ench 200 
125 Stamps te sell at 2e each 2.50 
%) Stamps to sell nt 3c each 1.50 
10 Stamps te sell at 5¢ each oO 
3 Stamps to sell at l0c each 8) 
2itamps to sell at l5e each 4) 
Total ~ Srl 


Price $1.00 


SCOTT'S CATALOGUES. 


57th EDITION. 


will sell them for the sum of 436 each 
and pay the postage. 


WANT LIST. 


will fill your want list of United States 
postage stumps at 23445 off. State what 
stamps you want and enclose cash, if i 
have not get them [ will return your 
money, 


= 


FREE 


will give 100 varielies of Foreign Stamps 
absolutely free to everyone sending for 
my sheets. 


A. F. SWEET, 


CRANSTON. R. 1. UL S.A. 


a 
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For BOYS ONLY. 


Send for one of iny 10¢ packets, 
containing 100 all different. A 
three cent stamp free with each. 
Approval sheets af 334% to 50% 
commission. Send immediately ; 
if wilkpay you. 1000 perforated 
stamp hinges 9¢, 3000 for 23c. 


EUREKA STAMP CO., 


P.O. Box 739, East Providence, R. I, 


Correspondence with English speaking 


collectors in forelyn countries desired, 


GEORGE H. HOPE, 
61 Courtlund St., Providence, R. L 


This ler 1S Always: Vol. 


Collectors! Dealers! 
EXCHANGE BESIREB 


With advance collectors throughout the 
world, [ offer almost every stamp and postal 
card of Argentine, Uruguay and Purnguay. 
Any kind of magazines, journals, papers (ifl- 
nstrated) excepted In exchange for stamps. 


SPECIAL. 


Complete set Argentine, '4 to § pesos, used 
foy $1.00; ten sets for $10.0 (15 stumps). 


PACKET ARGENTINE contains 20 
stamps, al) different. including the two rare 


U.S. A. 


Columbian stamps. used, for #L00 Ten 
packages for 5,0 
Terms, net cash in advance, Foreign 


correspondence solicited nnd agents wanted. 
Common shipments and such as are not 
rewister receive no attention. Busis of ex- 
change, Scott's 43 edition. Note the address. 


J. EMILIO MONNET. 
Calle Arenales, 1718, 
BUENOS AYRES, Argentine. 
N. B. All Philatelic Publishers publishing 


this ad will receive in registered stamped 
envelope one set for each time. 


N. 3. Kindly mention Our Philatetia. 


NOSONGRONUN ON NON 


BARGAINS IN 
CANADIAN REVENUES. 


A SURE INVESTMENT. 


SON ON NS 


Secure them While they can be 
Got at Moderate Prices, 


PACKET No. }—-Contains 20 varieties 
Canadiun Bill Stumps, Ist 2nd and 3d 
issue. Cat. value Tie. My price 25e. 

No.2—Contuins25 var. Law Stamps from 
Ontario, Que,and Manitoba provinces 
Ist 2nd and 3d tssues. Cat. price $2.0, 
dy price, fic. @ 

No. 3—Contains 25 var. Canadian Rev- % 
enues, all issues “Grand.” Cat price + 
over $200. My price 2he. 

No. 4-Contains 75 var. Canadian Rev- # 
ues, Containing Bill Stamps, all issues. 4. 
Quebec, and Ontario Laws, all issues & 
up to $5.00. GasStamps. Many Rare J 
Manitoba Law Stamps and others. 
This magnificent collection which will © 
catalogue over $3.00 for $3.00 (a good 4 
tnvestment). i 


SON NON AIESE SQ ETY 


SEAN NTN’ RNAS 


4 
4 
4 
; 
y 
é 
# 


K 
4 
z 
4 
z 
> 
Z 
a 
Z 


No. 5-Contains a Complete Set of Ist @ 
Issue Quebec Law Stauips. Very fine. 4 
‘at. value $11.60, (l4 var We up to $4.60 x 
My price $3.40. 4 

No.é—Contnins 15 var Onturio Law Z 
Stamps, Ail issues and surcharges. Z 
Cat. value #2.W. My price 30c. 

No. 7—Centains 4 var, Quebec Law Z 
Stamps, Island 2nd issues. Very rare, Z 
Including $LU0 und $2.00 values. Cat. 4 


value over $30. My price 74c. 

No. §—Contains 1 var. Munitoba Laws, 
includingsureharges. Very rare. Cat. 
price over $4.00. My price 74e, 

The above packets are Grand Bargains 
and wide-aweke collectors will do well 
to make a collection of these searce 
Z stati ps, Which have been out of use since 
», 1878, before they get out of reach, 

Wantlists filled. References required 

# Will exchange Canadian Revenues a- 

7 gunst good U.S. Postage or Revenues % 

~ notin mycoilection, 32pave Price List y 

Ka 


NNER NRE IIS 


@ free. AGENTS WANTED, ‘ 

4 a. F. WICKS, 7 
“872 Horton St., London, Canada 7 
x ' ' Z 
a @ 
x *Ketchinson's Catslogue” prices  & 
s WIL Cunutian Postage and Kevenue © 
Y Slumips. Price 9 cents. Z 
ee fo 
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